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Valley Dining Center Groundbreaking
Dr. John M. Dunn
June 12, 2015
• Good afternoon and thank you for being with us today to mark the start of a
construction project that is going to literally change the tenor of this important
campus neighborhood.
• Vice President Anderson is correct. I do have a soft spot in my heart for university
dining services. The mentorship I enjoyed from the staff at my undergraduate
institution truly did keep me on the straight and narrow and headed along the
trajectory that brought me here today.
• But I'll have to confess that more than 45 years ago when I was under their
influence, I don't think any of us would have envisioned that I'd be standing as
president on the campus of Western Michigan University and helping launch what
will truly be a state-of-the-art dining center for students.
• Ceremonies like this are important milestones. They're a chance to reflect on the
work already completed and celebrate with anticipation the outcome we now know
will be here for our students to enjoy in just over a year. I have to commend the
thoughtful work that has already been done by Vice President Anderson and her staff
in planning and researching student needs and working through the fundamentals
with our Facilities Management staff.
• That work on campus was followed by outstanding design work by SmithGroup
who enlisted the Baker Group to lend their restaurant and kitchen design specialty to
the mix. And now the Christman Co. is now engaged in the work of putting all that
together to build what we know will be a phenomenal facility. Thank you for what
you've done already and what is still to come.

• And thank you all for rising to the challenge and the promise of building this new
dining center with the commitment that it be a sustainable and truly integrated into
this beautiful setting. We've set LEED-Silver as our minimum goal. Just as important
is the goal that the Valley Dining Center become a place that allows sustainability to
be seamlessly celebrated every day in a facility in which our students will build their
memories and chart their own paths into the future.
• There may be a student headed our way who will be taken under the wing of dining
center staff and leave here someday with a warm spot in his or her heart for
university dining services. In the meantime, I'd like to remind everyone that my own
soft spot for university dining services is not confined to my heart. I cannot wait to
dine here and will certainly plan to do so on a regular basis.
• So, the faster we break ground and get started, the sooner that will happen. I
believe Vice President Anderson has a task at hand for us to undertake, so I will turn
the microphone back over to her to get the Valley Dining Center underway.
Dr. Anderson…

